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Walking into his office you can clearly see the in- 
. fluence of art--in all forms. There are several 
" pieces “of sculpture that he has done, stacks of 
watercolors lining the walls, books of art of the 
world on the table, and a distinctive oil portrait 
leaning against the wall. 

There can be no mistake--it is the office of Ocean 
Springs sculptor-painter Harry Reeks. And if you 
ask him about his art, he will talk to you in a scien- 


tific way, about molecules, and give you compari- 
sons that you can understand, 

Mr, Reeks falls under no labels of artistic cate- 
gorization. He works in all forms and has even 
created his own unique art style. Besides painting- 
with water color, oils, washes, and ink--sculptor- 
ing and casting, he also works in stone cutting, 
welding, and graphic arts (making prints with a silk 
screen.) 

Gnostic Art is his own word, his own creation, In 
relation to religion, Gnostic Art acknowledges the 
presence of a divine influence. This art utilizes 
all the known arts such as realism, impressionism, 
dadism, pop, op, etc., plus the eeery unknown, - This 
eery unknown, as Mr. Reeks explains it, is the ex- 
perience of a negative thought put in a picture. The 
layman would call his works abstract. © 

' His works can be recognized by geometric de- 
signs that strike the eye dramatically. ‘‘These are 
lines of force which can be compared to gravity and 
they create force directions,’’ Mr, Reeks explaines, 


All of his works utilize this principle of force. 
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‘eYou never search, you find,’’ he says in relation 
to his art creativity. ‘‘Art is a creative science; 
you keep refining and suddenly you have a new ans= 
wer!?? ; 

‘My work’s direction is a slow process to find 
new methods, devices, innovations. It’s a science 
and I enjoy the stimulation of changing the old way 
of doing things.”’ 

Even as a young boy he tinkered with gadgets, 

_trying to make something spectacular, ‘‘They had 


"no function, but today they would fall under the cate- 


gory of real ‘‘IN’’ art.” : 

Keeping with his theme of originality, Mr. Reeks 
goes after a likeness--not a carbon copy. ‘Since | 
started painting and sculptoring, I began to see and 
think negative-positive. Details are added, then 
subtracted.” ye Rs 

He confesses, ‘‘As I’ve gotten older, I’ve demand- 
ed more and more creativity in my work, No models, 
no set-ups, nothing is directly copied, I reject pho- 
tographs like the plague.” . 

To do an art work, he does countless rough sketches 
made not to copy the subject, but as an experience 

-to memorize it and pertinents, After itis memoriz- 
ed, he is uninhibited and can simplify things with 
his own ideas, pa : 

‘‘Every interpretation is based on my own exper- 
iences--everything is involved,’’ he reveals, 

Every piece of his has a meaning andhe has a goal 
for every picture. Each piece has a certain ex- 
pression and concludes an idea, ‘I know that I have 
finished a picture when it communicates back to me in 
a strong sense,”? , 

He feels that art is totally a matter of opinion 
and as such he believes that a person should be able 
to explain his art, He uses color as an important 
part of his spell and you can tell his works by the 
vibrant colors that reflect the mood of the art, 

He likes to paint people when he has a special 
purpose, anything connected with the water, andphi- 
losophies. He confesses that he has no interest in 
still life painting. eas 

Natural skill made it easy for him to go into 
sculptoring, which differs from painting in that 
sculptoring has three dimensions. Casting in bronze 
is a delicate operation that he enjoys performing. 

His largest works have been sculptures--like the 

enormous Sam Dale Monument. <A magnificient 
40’ stainless steel monument commerating the found- 
ing of Ocean Springs is his pet project. To be 
erected on the site of Ft. Maurepaus, the structure — 
will feature a fountain and symbolic designs to 
depict the Frenchmen, the Church, and the Indian, 

To this man art is adisease, alifetime work. And 

to this man art is creativity, life in essence. 
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“HURRICANE CAMILLE” by the celebrated Gulf ~ of the Psalmist: “All the waves and billows have © 
-——~Coast-artist-sculptor-Harry -D,-Reeks,-a4x8. foot. _. gone over me.” The clouds are the angels of death 
painting, is a memorial to the greatest storm in the showing their fearsome death heads. The tornados 
nation’s Histoty. Tt was inspired by coast people express God’s wrath and righteous indignation. The 
garam 4 Sp y bird symbolizes’ the destroying of the evil. The_ 
- who, standing stunned and in absolute awe among Church of the Redeemer, with only its tower left, 
the wreckage, kept repeating over and over; “it “‘sounds the alarm” with the bell. The red sky rep- 
was the hands of God.” In the Bible God said, “I resents the supernatural aspect of the phenomenal - 
shall reach out my hand and consume all things from storm. The flotsom is the “taking away of the ma-- 
off the land.” Symbolically, the artist said the light- —_—‘ terial things.”’ The boat is in the center, Reeks said, 
house represents the knowledge of God and His ‘because he talked with the fisherman who survived 
teachings. The huge tidal wave solech the saying — the storm about their incredible experiences. _, 
é 7 ‘SE . pear » St 


~ 


Page 2 of 6 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Reeks Family 


Postal \ ’ 


“NASHUA; N.H 

--1Mrs-;- Daniel < C: 
skunk in an-em 
in her garage, 
police,—Fire I 
public “works = 
could obtain nc 


a Reek 
nthe years. Tater” 


4 BILOXI ‘Seventeen—years, ces to-enier-it However; once -water.—Eyes ~ squinting - in—theitry—ami—now—-he—was-just pa 
-lago J saw, the ‘Mysterious Her-|we sat down, it was comforta- sunlight, his hair and beard! tiently waiting and listening for 
mit of Deer Island’ and I havelble inside. The Hermit talked blowi ing in the breeze — and/the trumpet call from the Lord.” 

-| philosophically. -on-a-wide -range-all-the ~while-streking- the-head}~-The--Hermit—of Deer. Islandy. 


(x 


ire, 2: 30 p.m? "never-— forgotten -it”;- said Ed 


tward Thampsun, Cincinnati, Onc suajecis-witie t: worked." Or one of the dogs — he” said'died~ quietly about” five i ————— 


:hio’ Industrial Belt-Corporation| 
aptist. Church,iexecutive, to Harry D. Reeks, 
i 
_.iwho painted the Hermit from! 
al Autitorium|life on Deer Island. 


fd 
Theatre, Pascar tGulf Coast with his” family, pur-| | 


dinner at 7. \ 


rough July 31,, ; 
ug. 16, La Font, ed 


it through July Year Exhibition: | 
Reeks said he was first ne 


| 


{ through Aug: tduced- 4o- the ““Mysterious- Her-ioyster--shells.-The-Hermit-_per-. 
isonally” tonged his: favorite ee 


oping gcatee bea 


it of Deer Island’—(the name}: 


of the paintingy by-Captain-G 
-lrenflo, who operated a sight: 
seeing boat in Biloxi. One day 


}when the Hermit rowed out to 


a (si 


[ THE HUT which measured 
Ocean Springs artist - sculptor,ionlvy. about 7 x 8 feet. was al- 
ready filled with boxes and odd : 
bundles, and then his four or 


~~ Thomipson, vacationing on thelfive dogs crowded their hot ‘bod 


‘chased the portrait which the: ‘the strange feeling that the dogs. 
tartist had kept all these years.| were 
it was shown in Biloxi in 1995/could see their master’s image. 
later exhibited “in the. fam-|gradually_ take_shape, 1 sensed 
High Museum of Art in At-\they were showing their approv- 


‘lanta~ in~ the~Painting- of~the:al -by. trying. to- lick-my. face 
‘from time to time. 


he loved-his-home-and his coun-ilater-- 


eS-up against me:-and I ha 


actually watching and 


“Outside was a huge pile of 


he cultivated nearby. Later, we 
stopped at a large live oak 
tree. He pointed up to a mas- 
sive limb where he said he tied 
himself during the ’47. hurr 


itourists- who- threw coins in his} 
skiff, “Reeks “got ~the ~Hermit’s 


ithe island which is about a half 
ene off ‘Biloxi, where he di 


Rinna 


-l/ consent - to. return with him _tothi 


cane;-a-monstrous-wave -15-feet- 
“washed across the island 
diiring™ that “storm, he said. 
Though in his 70s, the Hermit & 

id 


nen, ) 


n in-shane 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Reeks Family 


* - "| Reeks said he was first intro-| “Outside was a nmuge pile -o ae ce a ae A 
shear att apne er ser shell Her er ie eS ee a 2! é@ 
ally tonged-his-favorite food ; PO ay eee Se . : in@ 


~——*_Tmit-of Deer Island” -(the-name son 

ee “the painting-by- Captain Go-; own-oyster-bed-which-4 
'renflo, who operated a sight-/he “cultivated nearby. “Later, we 

seeing boat-in Biloxi: One day’stopped~-at~-a~large -live oak. 

| when the Hermit rowed out to' tree. He pointed up to a mas- 

renflo’s_boat-to—sing—to’ the:sive Jimb where he said he tied 

———- F tourists who threw coins- in his; himself- during the °47—hurri- ; 

# skiff Reeks got’ the Hermit’s:cane; a monstrous wave-15- feet : 

-| consent-to_return_with_him to. 'high_washed_across the island 

the island which is about a “halfiduring that storm, he said. : 
mile off Biloxi, where he Sigg Though in his 70s, the Hermit 

the portrait. gsaid and: ks dogs, every_,§ 

; ~~~ tmerningatan the length’ of’ the 


ATHAT-AWAS tha. beginning: colsbeach sdo..ke kesp in shay = 
selraordinaiy individual . I've; “THE HERMIT made. an im ter tas a 


a fascinating day ith the most. > 
“aver__met’’, the “artist said. pressive appearance, like a real é 
Reeks described the Hermit’s castaway! His skin color was 
hut as made up of a conglom- luminous golden brown. Bare- ‘M ysterious } hermit of Deer Island 
eration of ~ miscellaneous. flot-' chested and bare-footed, he wore-—- anatase: 
sam: pieces of wrecked poats;jonly ragged khaki -shoris-Wh 7 
oil drums, old nets, tarpaulins,|I was about to leave, the ‘Mys-, . l 
Tags and driftwood. __|terios Hermit of Deer Island’} ~ =  ~ = $30,000 - $50,000 A YEAR POTENTIAL’ }: 


“The Hermit-definitely had an;smiled as he swept his thin and. PROTECTING HOMES, BUSINESSES AND 
l INSTITUTIONS AGAINST CRIME AND FIRE |. 


eve for free form,” he said,/bony arm across the sky and 


Pasca- 


23” 


“as the Hermit had enhanced; IN YOUR OWN : ! 
~~w_:_ | the surroundings with every ; a ar a == DICTOGRAPH SECURITY SYSTEMS |. 
- Ss ‘maginable object that ‘the sea’ Parade to start Foo DISTRIBUTORSHIP 
azesman = : a st es apaisecasaaa 


‘might cast ashore. ~~~ Ss oh No experience necessary, If you quality for this desirable franchise, [: 
“Some pieces were vealed to Scala series we'll provide thorough training in the sale and lease of our world fa- }, 


nous detection and alarm systems. Success guaranteed or $5,500 }) 
and found the trees; some were a mixture investment refunded. NO FRANCHISE FEE. : 
Chevrolet. | of several things ee mg on August 16--=- sali collect: Mr.Gray —«—=<“CSCS*Ct«CS kA BDeTAOD PP -— 
Ladnier to | from Topes and twirle in e or write for complete information, stating arog preferred end phone number to: : Old Mobi 


‘wind like a mobile, while oth-) The Pas - Point Jaycees are, 


peur 


rers just lay- oh on the | coupe Planning a a parade to mark-thei} «Records available lo qualified respondents. 
or were propped up agal official-opening of the-1971 Dixie: —— 


"hut. When. we first walked up} 
on this,” Reeks said, “the sight Youth World Series in Pasca-| 


~was really a- startling one.’ i as on August 16, - 


~The-roof—of-the-hut was so 
mi we ebes: to-stoop - and then| 


P.O. Box 96-1 Dept. No. TPR725B - Flarhom Park, N.J. 07932 f}-—  - -——--- ~—— 


— oo 


lu Irvin | 
ia,-Miss. 


03-578 


~ Jaycee: = ee = JETTY v= 
Schultz-has named Bill-Henry;. = eo = 
|chairman of the parade sched- | Mctite- aa abe - (NBC) WALA, Gaal! 10  eeBiemanedli Fla. 
nled for 12:30'p.m. in downtown!Mobile, Ala. -. ....--»...-(CBS)-WKRG, Channel’5 _ Biloxi, Miss. -.. 


Page 4 of 6 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


ha it 2 Raed FOR eat mee be a her een sel ov 
“eo 


1A Miao Prose Regieter 


“Fire. castaye 


-. Fire Saturday. morning destroyed - 

. the house owned and occupied by ; 

’ Nathaniel and Nita Jones. ‘at 4806 
Hawkins St., Moss Point. - ole 


- Astieteculpter dies; 
‘death ruled:natural’ 


Reeks, 61, 402 Maginnis St., Ocean 


nounced dead on arrival at Ocean - 
' Springs Hospital at 8:25 p.m..Friday. 
~~~ Coroner Benny Bryant said an in- 
quest jury returned _a verdict of death 
oa to natural causes. 
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"A Moss Point Fire Department . 
spokesman said the ire started-in-a 
bathroom where a gas: heater had . 

- been left on. 

Units 1,2, 5 and 7 responded to the. 
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so swiftly that they-were unable to get 
‘control in time to save any of the — 


~--.-OCEAN.SPRINGS — Harry Daniel—structure-or-its: contents.-Capt.--- 
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~——-Springs,-a- ‘widely-known-sculptor;~ firefighting until” he and his men were 
Painter ‘and sketch artist, ‘was “PFo- 


relieved by C&pt.. Herbie Crook and . 
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Holder-Wells Funeral Home in 
charge of arrangments. 
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sce . GAUTIER — A-chimney fire af the 
facta il 2601-Calle-De-Feliz-residence. pf Fred 
\. ’ Warren at 7:38 p.m. Sunday was put - 
out by the homeowner himself before 
‘members of the Gautier Volunteer 
Fire Department arrived. 

Fire Chief Ernie Brimacombe said. 
_ Warren used a dry chemical fire. 
extinguisher and Water to. extinguish: 
the fire before three firefighting units . 
and 10 members ‘of the fire depart- 
ment arrived. ei 7 os 

Brimacombe said the fire was 
caused by creosote in the chimney 


MARTIN ANDREW JORDAN, 21, 
Biloxi. Service today at 2 p.m., St. 
_-Michael-Catholic-Church, Biloxi. 
.Bradford-O’Keefe ‘Funeral Home, 
3ilxoi, in charge of arrangements. 
HARRY REEKS, 61,.402 Maginnis, 
Ocean Springs. Service today -at 10. 
a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 
Biloxi. Bradford-O' Keefe Funeral 
Home, Biloxi, ini ‘charge of arrange- 
ments. : 
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